WCVM UNDERGRADUATE SUMMER RESEARCH POSTER DAY
PREPARING YOUR POSTER

Remember that this is an important opportunity to communicate your research to the wider college community.  Focus on telling a clear and concise story!  
General Guidelines:

1. Work should be concise to help readers grasp the essentials quickly, and should convey a logical story about your research.

2. Be sure to let the reader know why your research is important (gap it fills, potential impact). 
3. Keep diagrams and tables as simple as possible.

4. Make lettering and line drawings clear and bold.

5. Resist the temptation to include too much; generally not more than what is normally on an 8.5 x 11 sheet.  If you feel certain that detailed information are particularly crucial to your message, you might consider preparing a single-page handout.

Size: While we have no strict guidelines, a common poster size 4 x 3 feet.  However, because you may have posters prepared for other meetings, we are flexible with the size as longs as they fit our display boards (8 feet wide by 4 feet tall).  Note: if you are in the Boehringer-Ingelheim program, your poster should be no wider than 44 inches.
Title and Headings: Include a title, and the authors’ full names and affiliations.  Title and headings should be readable at 5 meters.

Main Text: The main text should be readable from 1 to 1.5 meters (i.e. 24 point size or ~1 cm in height).  Use fonts, formatting and colors to draw attention to important points, but don’t go overboard.  Avoid long paragraphs or big chunks of text – lists in point form and figures can convey a lot of information without overwhelming the reader with text.
Subdivisions: Include a very brief Introduction leading to listing of the hypothesis and/or the specific objectives in point form. Include a Materials and Methods section but avoid excessive detail - bullet points and figures may be helpful here. Use table and figures in Results in place of text where possible.  You may omit a formal Discussion but mention important assumptions and caveats.  The Conclusions should be clearly stated, usually in point form. Unless of crucial significance, references are generally not required.

Acknowledgements: be sure to thank those who helped with the project but are not included as authors.  Funding sources should also be acknowledged.  

In addition, the UACC requests that the following statement of acknowledgement regarding AREB approval be included on posters and publications. This should be included in or around the methods section.
This work was approved by the University of Saskatchewan’s Animal Research Ethics Board, and adhered to the Canadian Council on Animal Care guidelines for humane animal use.

Finally, if your research was done at the synchrotron, the CLS asks that the following acknowledgement be included:

Research described in this work was performed at the Canadian Light Source, which is supported by the Canada Foundation for Innovation, Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, the University of Saskatchewan, the Government of Saskatchewan, Western Economic Diversification Canada, the National Research Council Canada, and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research.

Judging criteria: Posters will be judged on the following.

a. visual appeal of the poster
b. the poster content (well-written, engaging)

c. the strength of the science and experimental design

d. the clarity of the presentation

Awards (including cash) are given to the top posters.

Further information:   Tera Ebach (wcvm.research@usask.ca) 
Poster Printing: these are just suggestions; you are welcome to have your poster printed elsewhere, just please ensure that the quality of your poster is satisfactory prior to approving printing wherever you choose to have it printed:

There is an on-campus printing service provided by XL Print and Design (http://www.ussu.ca/xl
Off campus: Staples

You are expected to use your research allowance for any poster printing costs.  If you do not have a research allowance speak with your supervisor. 
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